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Youth memo.pdf

Dear Councillor or Mayor,

My name is Nathan Bird and I am writing to you on behalf of the Victoria Transit Riders Union (a 
grassroots organization advocating for fare-free, rapid, and reliable public transit) in light of the 
resolution recently passed unanimously by Saanich Municipal Council requesting that the Union of 
British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) lobby the provincial government to make public transit 
fare-free for youth aged 18 and under across BC. Another similar resolution for free transit for BC 
seniors (aged 65 and older) is scheduled for a vote by Saanich Council on June 10th.

The Victoria Transit Riders Union heartily supports these resolutions (attached) and humbly asks 
you to consider putting forward similar motions at North Cowichan Municipal Council’s meeting at 
your earliest possible convenience.

If your council should pass these resolutions it would greatly strengthen the case for free public 
transit for all youth and seniors going into this September’s UBCM conference and, subsequently, 
increase pressure on the provincial government to grant this request, which we believe is in the 
best interests of communities and ecosystems across the province and around the world. At a 
stroke, expanding fare-free ridership to these age groups would increase accessibility and 
inclusivity in your municipality, and could reduce personal vehicle use, helping you hit your 
emissions reduction targets and improving road safety and traffic congestion. And these benefits 
would come at no increased cost to your municipality but would be underwritten by the province.

Furthermore, we believe that these measures would ultimately save BC taxpayers money by 
reducing costs in areas like healthcare and infrastructure.

In the future we hope to see conversations at the municipal and provincial levels about transit that 
is both excellent and completely fare-free as these benefits would be even greater if fare-free 
transit extended to people of all ages.

The Victoria Transit Riders Union thanks you for your time and consideration, and looks forward to 
the Municipality of North Cowichan joining Saanich in leading the province toward a greener, 
healthier, and more inclusive future!

Yours,
Nathan
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