
WHY
NORTH COWICHAN 
SHOULD JOIN OTHER
BC COMMUNITIES & 

SUE BIG OIL?
Presentation to Council

Jane Kilthei & Valerie Russell, 
Cowichan Climate Hub

Wednesday
August 21, 2023

Paying the Costs of 
Climate Damage

Campaign Support:

WCEL lawyer Andrew Gage, here to answer 
your questions
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Climate Adaptation 
Strategy Process

Ph 1 What We Heard Report – 
understanding local context 

& concerns 

Ph 2 Climate Vulnerability &   
Risk Assessment Report

Ph3 Draft Climate Adaptation 
Strategy



Port Moody - a community 
with a similar population size, 
climate risks & vulnerabilities, 
as North Cowichan
There are many similarities between 
our two coastal communities in our 
assessment of climate risks & 
recommended responses.

Port Moody’s similar assessment of high 
climate risks & vulnerabilities



Why Fossil Fuel companies?

Image from The Guardian, 2013



“Whenever you burn 
conventional fuel, you create 
carbon dioxide… [contributing 
to] a greenhouse effect ... [A] 
temperature rise 
corresponding to a 10 per cent 
increase in carbon dioxide will 
be sufficient to melt the icecap 
and submerge New York. All 
the coastal cities would be 
covered ....” 

– Dr. Edward Teller, 1959, Speaking to the American 
Petroleum Institute
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    is legally possible
Photo from MillieuDefensie



 is financially 
manageable



“Some people say that 
instead of local 
communities and taxpayers 
paying all of the increasing 
costs of climate change, 
local governments in BC 
should work together to sue 
the world’s most polluting oil 
companies to make them 
pay for a share of these 
costs. Do you support or 
oppose this idea?” 

(Stratcom, 2022)

 is Popular

Strongly 
Support 
(39%)

Somewhat 
Support (30%)

Somewhat 
Oppose 
(12%)

Strongly 
Oppose (7%)

Don’t Know 
(12%)



 benefits our communities

• Early on a judge confirms that there is a 
winnable case.

• Changes in investor, fossil fuel 
company behaviour.

• Needed resource for our communities. 
• Fossil fuel companies, investors and 
governments record climate costs as a 
liability, making better business 
decisions.





QUESTIONS?

www.suebigoil.ca

agage@wcel.org
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